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Observe – Feniton Primary School – ‘Pow-Wow’ 

2015/16 
School: Feniton Primary School                                                                    Date of Visit: 26th January 2016 

Governor:  Mark Humphries 

 

  

Christian Heart Values.  
We want children at Feniton to be happy to learn; show empathy and a willingness to support others on their learning 
journey; recognise that personal achievement is rewarding and important; take the time to reflect on their actions, 
beliefs and achievements and that of others and trust that there are people around them who will do their very best 
to help them be the BEST THEY CAN BE! 
  

1. Pow-Wow 

 A weekly celebration of Achievement, where a child from each year group, is invited to an 
afternoon tea ‘Squash & a biscuit’ with the Head of School, where they can demonstrate their 
understanding, and improvement in learning over a period of time.  Mrs Amanda Parsons (HoS), 
and myself as School Governor took part. 

2. How are children selected 

 The children are put forward to attend by their ‘Class Teacher’ or by other leads within school, who 
have identified that an individual has made a significant gain in their learning and understanding. 
Children can be from particular year groups, or could be selected from selected learning groups. 

3. Who were this week’s children 

 4 children this week took part; 
Year 1 – Mia 
Year 3 – Harry 
Year 5 – Olivia 
Year 6 - William 

4. Presentation 

 Each child brings with them their workbooks to evidence improvement. 
 
William – was able to show how his understanding of writing had improved. He read a letter that 
he had written to Mr Butler, asking for time to be allowed to visit Portugal, the letter was broken 
down into clear manageable paragraphs.  The content explained his reasoning for wanting to go, to 
try new things, the foods, it also put into context that he had lived there previously and wanted to 
share that experience with another child. 
 
William was able to show a previous piece of work, where the page was just two paragraphs.  
William explained that at a previous school he had been told that a paragraph had to 4 or 5 
sentences in length.  He showed his understanding of this had changed and that it wasn’t always 
the case, and that a paragraph can be used to show a change in topic. 
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William demonstrated clear communication skills, and was keen to put context into conversation, 
explaining he had been at another school previously, and that he felt much more settled at FPS, 
and this helped him with his learning, and he showed clear confidence in what he was doing. 
 
Olivia – had written a short story, the focus of her improvement being that on using ‘descriptive 
words’ in her writing.  She read out a short extract where she talked about a cat walking down a 
dark alley, she used words to describe feelings and sound ‘microscopic scuttling’ without naming 
what was making the sound her storytelling left the listener in no doubt that the sound was a 
mouse. 
 
Olivia was able to show previous stories where she hadn’t used this writing style, and she could 
clearly demonstrate improvement, and how this enriched her writing. 
 
Harry – had written a story based on mythology, and where two brothers Fenny and Vinny had 
fallen out, and that one brother had hit the other of the head with a rock killing him. 
 
Harry was able to demonstrate how his construction of story writing had improved from simple 
short sentences, to more complex sentences.  He was able to demonstrate the principle of 
‘magpieing’ and that he had based his story on that of one he had heard of the brothers Romulus 
and Remus.  Harry was extremely confident in reading his story out to all present, and could clearly 
follow what he had written in his work book. 
 
Mia – was able to demonstrate a new skill that she has learned in ‘halving’. She showed in her 
work book two sets of numbers within different circles, and that they were different. Mia could 
explain one set could be halved, but the others couldn’t. 
 
To practically demonstrate this Mia used the cups on the table, when given 4 cups she showed she 
could halve them and this would leave groups of two.  When presented with 5 cups she showed 
they could be divided but not halved as this gave two groups of two, and ‘a friend’ left over as she 
explained.  Whilst Mia didn’t name the groups as ‘Odds’ and ‘Evens’ she showed clear 
understanding of the differences in the two. 

5. Continuous Improvement 

 The Pow-Wow concept AP explained was an initiative she had introduced in September 2015, both 
William and Olivia had been previous recipients of a certificate of achievement, and it was clear 
that their continued improvement was being recognised by themselves, and their respective 
teachers. 
 
When collecting my children from school, they asked me why I had been at the school, so I told 
them it had been to the Pow-Wow, both were able to tell me that it was when children had done 
something well they got to tea with the head, and that they talk about their workbooks. 

6. Confidence 

 What was amazing was how none of the children appeared fazed about being in the ‘heads office’, 
that they were completely comfortable in talking to the Head, and also a Governor about their 
learning, and how they had improved. 
 
The children should be justifiably proud of how hard they have worked to make the individual 
improvements. 
 
All the children demonstrated confidence in being able to present their work and they also showed 
consideration and respect for each of the others in listening to the presentations of the other 



Page 3 of 3 

students. 
 
The children were equally confident in trying to assist the other children with their understanding 
when appropriate. 

 

Notes 

A few general notes from my visit/observations; 

It was a real privilege to be invited in to the Pow-Wow, and to be shown the children’s works books, 

with them explaining what it was they had been working on.  I am truly amazed by how well grounded 

and confident the children are, and how proud they are to display their achievements. 

It was clear from the four children I spoke with that rather than just learning a subject, they were 

actually developing skills and an understanding of how to apply that learning to wider aspects of life. 

It was great to see the HEART values of the school underpinning the learning and teaching that goes on 

within the school. It was also really nice to hear the children say hello, and also thank you when given 

their rewards. 

 

Mark Humphries 


